WLAiWtl) <A/ 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WmMm 


^7 
ocmsau 3244 
03 MAI 77 
1535 indicate 

I I COLLECT 
{ 1 CHARGE 


l^ r 


£ 



E.O. 1 1652: 
TAGS: 
SUBJECT: 


AMB 

DCM 

P0L3 

POL/R 

ECCM 

USIS 

RF 

CHRDN 


AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 


CLASSIFICATION 


XGDS-2 

ovm SHIM, PINS, ELAB, AR (CSOSS^AN, Americo)_ 
Further Report dn Results of Grossman's Visit tc 


to Buenos Aires 


SECSTAIE WASHDC 

IBUENOS AIRES 


3244 




REF: Buenos Aires 3193 

Just priotf to his departure for Washington Grossman gave us 

further information concerning results of Admiral Mendia's brief 

visit to Buenos Aires. According to Grossman, Mendia met in a 

joint session with General Viola and high-ranking representatives 

from the Navy and Air Force General Staffs at which, or after 

which, agreement was reached by the three services to jointly 

study and draft guidelines to faz±a£Kxa± be followed by the Armed 

Forces in future arrest cases. Grossman's information, 

Macrine Corps Commandant Admiral Fracassi, 
which evidently cams is that there is an 

agreement in principle that the security forces should properly 

identify themselves and follow other elementary procedures when 

effecting arrest^ in order to avoid further abuses. A special 

conmittee reportedly is to be established to draw tp the guide- 
Fracassi, 

lines. However, according to , these guidelines will 
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not be applicable to terrorists TfoiT M ob j ective pre- 1 

suaably continues to be outright liquidation) . It was not 
immediately clear from Grossman's account as to which category 
of potential prisoners the new safeguards would be applicable. 

Grossman didr?§^ say that the new guidelines would go into effect 

automatically after they had been drafted. He did#$: *know all 

the steps that had to be accomplished before such a plan could 

become a reality, but viewed the information as an encouraging , tentative 

first step in the right direction. 

2. Grossman says his impression is that the Armed Forces want to 

close the book on atrocities already committed and henceforth 

attempt to follow a new code of conduct — at least for certain 

definable categories of cases. He had been told during his 

visit here that there had been instances in which punishment 

had been meted out to security agents who had committed abuses , 

but inexplicably the Armed Forces were not prepared to publicize 

these cases. Nevertheless, he asserted that military officers 

special 

appeared to justify continued use of methods" to avoid, 

for example, tragic incidents such as that in which the daughter 
of an Air Force Brigadier reportedly was able to s mugg le into^ 
and set off ; ^an explosive in Air Force headquarters. 

3. As reported in septel, Grossman’s information concerning 

the release order for ex-Senator Solari Irigoyen has proven to 
be accurate, although we believe Grossman has exaggerated 
sciQ&jhat his own role in this development. We are skeptical | 
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followed in arrest cases. 

4. Grossman also said that he did not have sufficient time 
to raise Dora Goldfarb's case with appropriate authorites 
before flight time. 
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